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The Køth&fåiitSégarv, Somødeva's Sanskrit classtc, is as its 
title indicates,an ocean of tales—tales of romance, adventure 
and humour. Of the tales of humour fhe best is perhaps tha 
story of fVfsnduka on which the first story in this Amar Chrtra 
katha is based. 

The seapr£j<±ttpfy is adapted from a popular HEndi folktale 
which was é^fdentty inspired by tha story of Mand ukø. For story« 
tallers anet b£?rd£, the* f^atf^saritsugars was an endlass sfore- 
house of theenep Eor,. ttjat .jyiaiter, not onfy the humble bard but 
even schoEarjy poets and playwrights like Bhasa and Kalidasa 
had often turned to Somadeva's etassic for a plot. 
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M ANDUKA- THE LUCKY ASTROLOGER 


0M£ P&Y & POOR BRRHMAm WAS PASSJK& W THE HOUSE CPR MERCHANT, 


^ H&i ^ 
THEtfE'S 
A WEPPJNø 
GO/Nfå ON 

There! j 


WHO TELLS A1E RNVTH'lNS P 
EVE.N WHEN r W/^S flCH/LP, 

_ EVEK/SOpy fSNQREP jr 

Vv A ^.E, ,,_K,_-■- 


^ no om \ 

EVEN BOTh'EREP 
ro TELL /VIE 
w »OUT FT. _. 


you RRE PULL AS 
. fl MANpUKfl* JN , 
\ A WELL, y 


ÉXCEPT FATHER, OF 
COuRSEj WHO NEVER FflJLEP 
TO TcLL ME Om Th'lNO 
ÉVEWf SO OFTEN, 






















































J WJSH f CCULP PO j 
SOWE7Wf.N®*» 
ANYrHtNG"' WH\CH 
WOULP MAKE 
EVERYONE'" 'r—1 


: THflT'S WHPiT f'VE 
BEOCWBfl MÆtfPUKflt 
W (! ? ATi T/REP , 
V OF JT. . r 


flfnqp chifra katha 




THE BRAHMAN# RAN 
3ACX— p - 


QU/ETLY LBPÆVm« 
THE HORSE OV WHtGH THE 
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MANOUKA— THELUCK.Y ASTROLOGER - 



HQWCQULP rT 
PlSBPPÉftRPGQ 
ANP LOQK FOR 

l jTf y 


THE NBXT M0RNiN<5' 


WE ALREAPY 
hlftVEj MASTER, 


WHflT AM J TO 
PO HOWf 


IT MAS 
VANfSHEP 
WSTHOUT 
ft TRACE. 


/ MASTE&j \ 

ThmRz’sA wcwiflh/ 
OUTSfPE WHO S/WS 
W£ SHOULP SEEK 
THE HELP OF HER 

^ husbanf, y 


©O FETOH HIM 
AT OHCEf y 
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amar chitra kafha 



HOW WELL m PLAN IS 
WORKINSl fiLRERptf i>M BE/NS 
TREAJEP AS an honqurep 
v jl éaear.. 


V&UR SER VANTS TELL 
MB iOU HAVE LOBT 
V A HORSE, y 


THflf’5 

RK5HT, 


I SHflLL RBWARP^ 
*fOLi HANPSOMEUf 
IF *fOU CAN HELP 
US RNP Hl«. V 


f SJVE ME A FEW 
MOMENTS ANP 
I SHALL TELL HOU 

exactla where 

\ HE JS, A 


' røU'LL BNP 

THE HORSE NEflR 
THE STRSRM. SUT 
MAKE HASTE, HE 
IS IN PANSER OF 
V BEINS STOLEN, 


RUSH 
TO THE 
STREAWl 











































































MA NOUK A THE LUCKV ASTROLOGER 



I CAU’T 

ØELJEVE / SO THE N 
IT f A ASTROLOGER 
\ WAS RfSHTp > 


7M= MBRCHANT ti#S OVERJQYÆP TO 
SEB THE HORSE HGA/N. - 


VCt/ HAVE 
HEL PEP M£ 
SAVE 

. FACE* v 


WHA? A GREAT 
ASTROLOGE#? 
HE isf y 


I l.AN NEVER THANK 
V EMOLfGHi 


IT wflS 

lsrOTHl , NG'"RLL 
\N A PAV } S 
V WORK f 


' vou 

SHQUU7 NEVER. GO 
\BY APPEARANCEE^ 


thbaibrchamt's servbnts 
begen to telm hbout wmr 

THE BRAHMAN# HAP PQNB* 


i HAP ALYvAYS 

thought he ms 

A HflLF-WJT, J 


"■ANF HE T<?LF OS 
THE EXACT SPOT AT 
WHJCH HÆ CQULP 
\ FiNP THE Å 
HORSEJ MU 


YQU 
PON*T 
S AH* 






































































dinar- Kama 



SOOM PEORLE EYERYW.MEPE MEBPM 
TO SHOW Mm RESPECT* s^V, 1 .-^ 


AT LAST THE 
A WPUKA HAS 
JUMPEP OUT OP 
v THE WFLL) 


EVSR^OJSE 
30WS 70 MB 
. NOW, 


' ALL GREP T -■ 
MEN HflVESØME 
PFCUL^RJT^ OP 
, OTHER* 


THE BRPMMRN&S PftME BPRERP 
PPM WNP WiPSm. TMEN ONE PM¥— 


/ ^SE ■■ 
YOU FANPJT 
%ØJRAJf 


VQUR PRESENCE J5 
REQUE&TEF MT THE 
RALflCS« PLEASE 
\ COME WlTH / 

V ME. 


























































MA NDUK A - THE LUCKY ASTROLOGER 


X IHWB X 
HEARP TWAT 
VOU ONCE TQLP 
A MERCUANT 
WHERE HE COULP 
) HNPHfSLOST 
Ex HORSE* X 


l—J NEEP 
TIME, 


i\OW WHAT 
AM J TO 
POP 


WELL P 


- you 

GW TAKE 
A5 LOMS AS 
. HOU WANT, 


I WONPER WHAT THE KJNS MLL 
PO TO ME WHEN HE PIS COVERS 
f THAT r AM NOT A REAL ^sg 
_. ASTROLOGER, 


BUT VOLt MUST NOT LEAVE 
THE PAL AGE TJLL THE 
NEOHLACE fS FOLlNp, 


[ THIS is THE 
ENP OF TUE ROAP 
_* FOR ME. y 
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amqr chifra katha 



THE SNBHMPNfi SNUT H/M&ELF- UH/N MS 
CHNMBER WP PpEPAREp HOP THE iVORST 


WELL“*WHY P\P l ClA\M 
TO SE WHAT \ AM 
NOT P NQW I Wil L 
JUST HAVE TO ! 
PAY POR IT, j. A\ 


f IT'S MH TONGUE 
WHICH HAS 60T 
ME JNTO ALL THIS 
TRQU81E, 


JUST THEN, OUTSfPM THE CHAMB8R' 


HZ WiLL S CON 4 
KNOW THAT ITiS 
\ WHO STOLE THE 
NECKLflCE. _ 


WHY, OH j WHY 
PIP \ PO S UCH 
A FOOLjSH . 
THlNG f wT" 


THE BRPHMBNP t UNPWPRE THPT THE MPtP 
WPS PEER/NS THROUGH THE XEYHQLE, 


^ LET A1E L 
SEE WHAT HE 
- £S P0IK6- 


NHAT HAVE YGU , 
PONE, JIHVAH*?WH¥ 
PIP TOU PO . 

\ ir? ■ y 































































foTANDUKA— THfc J.UCKY ASTROLOGER 


HE 

KNOWSf 


O HOL¥ SRf 
HAVE MERCf 
. ON MÉ t j 


J AM 

FOOMEPJ 


fFJE? IT fN 
A MOMENT OF 
WEAKNE5S* , 


I AM JJHVANj THE 
MF\P. I HEARP 
K ¥OU* / 


/ PJF 
WHAT ? W/HO 
l ARÉWUP 


J"H PON^r KNOW 
I STOLE THE 
NEfrfLflCE. y 


SHE THOU&HT 
\ WAS TALK I NS 
f TO HER* 


P LEASE 
PON ; T 7ELLTHE 
y KIMS * y 


ER- 

WELL- 



































































amar chit ra kcttha 



WOJ HAVE COMAVTTEP 
A éREAT SJN.SUT 
\SHALL FQR&VE VOL 
THtS ONCE, N OW 
WHERÉ IS THE / 

NT 3ZKLACEP <n 


I KHOW WHERg THE 
NECKLACE IS.MWWJ 
. PLSflSE FOLLOW MB . 


/ VOL ARB 
W1THOUT polst 
THE GRBATEST 
ASTROLOGER 
\ \ HAVE E VER 
\ /VIET? 


/ NOW TELL \ 
ME WHO HIP 
THE NECW-ACE 
V HERE P J 


V THERE 
ARB SGME 
TH risfSS WHFCH 
EVEN [ MAH 
\ HOT KNQrtt 


^ THAT 
/lUIST REA\A fJSf 
A SECRET, 
v /VtflHflRAJ, . 
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MANDUKA ■ THE LUCKY ASTROLOGER 


HE MUS T have FOUNP 
THE NÉCKLACE (N THE 
PflLRCE ^NP HIPFEN IT 
S HERE HJMSELF* 


THERE fS SO^E MASTER# HERjEj 
J. 1F HE I S SUCH 
fl (3REAT ASTROLOGER WH* 
CAN*T HE TELL UB WHO 
THE TH\EF ISf 


RO 

THINK SOP 


ALL 

RIGHT, 


I AMåZBP 
3M HOUR POWER, 
O FflNP/T, ANP 
WU SHPLL SE 
h WELL RmmRPEP 
K POR VOUR 
3 SERV7CES, 


r WONPE.R 
WHÆT HE HflS 
_ IN MJNP* 


CFN WU TELL 
US WHAT 15 IN 
THflT JHRf 


AFT£R TVAfff, 

gXQHMQNÆ WftS StiMMQNEP 

TO THE mN&*S ctfwæøR* 


COWE IN/ 
RANPlTJl. 


HOW 
[ HEflTLV 
> HE HAS 
træffer 
V ME t 



















































































amar chifret kat ha 



. **.ASP THAT 
I FQOLEP HiM ANp 1 
f EVERYBCPY 
k_. ELSE, r 


NOW f J LL HAVE 
TO TELL HJM THAT 
t AM HOT REALLY 
AN ASTROLOGER^ 


\/ THERE 
15 FNPEEP 
A WAHPUKA UV 
\ THE JAR* 


WELL PONEp SHOULP 
NSVER HAVE POUBTEP 
TOUR POWER S* ■ 


QMflNPHKÆJ YOU 
W&RE BETTER 
OFP IN THE 
WELL. S 


THE M/N& XEWFRPSF THE BRAHMANS 
W/TN COS TL y GIFTS "' [“TF ‘ 





































































THERE WA5 QNCS A AARMER.HE 
WA5 HARP-WORNN& BUT NOT 
TCP BRfSHT ANP EMBRYONS 
CALLEP N/M 3UPPHURAM, HE 
WAS A CONTBNTBP SOUL ANP 
HAP NO AMBITIONS. 


EVERiCNE IS 
BU^NS BUFFAUOBS 
OR LANP*- BSiCBPT, 
\ as, / 


our ne;shsour j s 

SON-fN'LMV HAS 
BOCIGHT TNO 
\ 8UFFP1LOES f / 


i fOU AliiST 
M^KE MQNEV 
SQMEHQW, 
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qfflor chitra katha 



SØAfgTJWlCg'l FEEL 
LME SRSAK fN<S fl POT 
OVER M£ THJCK r 
SKULE f 


h^mph? 


NH HUSBflNt? HÆS 
8 £EN HQNQUREP BY 
THE KfNG * 


sVtfTT&XS CAMS TO A HEAF WÆY ONE 
PAY THE NEtGMBOUft EXCtTEPLY BtSGST 
/NTO THE HQUSE. r- tt —--rr - r ' 


WHÅT ! 


WJ-IÆT p. 


OH, IVHflT MflRVELLOU$ 
NEW S'-ER,FOR VVHÆT 
PJP THE KrNS HØNOtJR 
MM f .4 


HES, VESI PON’T 
WORRY ÆBOL/TME- 
v JT ? S THE 
HEÆT? 


ÆRE WU PLL 
RIGHT p , 


































































THE KIPPEN MÉANFNG 



VES. HE F5ECJTEP 
ONE OF MS POEMS 
v TO TME KING, 


THE W NS wm SO PLEASEF 
WITH IT THAT HE PRESENTS? 
M% HLiS&ANP IV/TH TWQ > 
&QLP COJNS f 


HOIV 

MARVEL LOUS l 


ISN J T tT T IF 
t fOU , LL EXOUSE 
Mg, J MLfST RUSH 
\ HOME. 


FROM NOW O N' \ 
t woiv’r HAVE 
A MOMENT'S 
REST, EVERYONE 
W/tu WANT TO 
MBET MY Å 
HUS&ANPiJm 


ANP FROM NOW ON SHB’LL 
3ECOME EVEN MORE 
iNSUFFERABLE. 


.i ITS fli_L BECPUSE 
OF THAT P\M-W(TTEP 
husbænp of mine JJF 

ON LY HE IVOULP 
PQ SOMETHIN& 
n SPECTACVLAR* 


\ 














































































omar chifra katha 



HAVE HOU HBARP 
THE fVEWSp 


WHAT 

WEVVSf 


OUR SOOP NEISHBOUR 
HAS BEBS HONOUREP 
THE HiNB \ ^ 


THE KJSfS GAVE HfM Trø GOLJ7 
COfNS FOR A POEM HB 

hap ivrjttsn; .-■ 


majNEJ 
rwo s olp 
COINS t 


FEOPLE FROdJNC? US 
HflVE ØFCCME RI CH 
ASP FAMOUS 
ANp**~ 


r what 

vegetasle 

HAVE VOW 
COOMEP 
V TOPMYP 


16 














































































THE HlDOEN MtAMNG 




ØLlT I PON J T KiSTOW 
HQW TO RE&P 
write. 


rF HER HLISSMN& CRN 
WKfTE POETÆ^j SO 
CflN VOUf 


MØU J LL SET ?OLfR FOQF 
ns soon as you hæve 

LEARNT THE FIRST 

V LETTER OF THE , 

V ^LPH^SET. y 


l'LL TEACH røJ THE 
ALFNABET RRgT* Wt r LL 
&EGtN RfSHT 

now! . 


WHflT 

flSOUT 

FOOPP 


















































NOT f O } 


I JT'S WRJTTEN 
\ L/^E *'' 

THfSf . 


WOW SO TO THE RIVERSIØE 
ANP PRftCT\5£ WRiTtNG 
iT fN THE SANP f 


EVEEY PHY H/S N/FE J VOULP TS4CNH!M 
ONE LETTE# qp THE XLPWP&ET"* 


*"FNP THEN SHE WQVU? SENP Hm TO THE 
ÉfVERStPE TOppACrjSE Vm/TiNG/T* R—R- 






















































THE HlDDEtt MfANlTfG 
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YOU NEEP 
rNSFJRATlØN TO 
WRiTE POETRY, 
M*f FRIENFJ 

i m C'.Pi&aTinKi * 



X MOT WHO, WH07V 
/ JN5PIRATION JS 
A PEBLING f WHEN 
YOU SET 1NSPIREP 

* THRJLL runs 
\ through ycur 

BOPYANF"' 


^*OHf 
NEVER 
. M\NP ; 



^ I HOPS JM 
WPS FOESNY KNOW ’ 
ABOUT INSPIRATION OR 

sh&Tll mm mb 

S-TUPY THAT 
-“l 700. , J 



Jr then 
7 VØU PON f T 
SET AN¥ 
kFOOPJ , 











1 

t 


FT 


. 

[ 

1, 

: 


/ f 


i 




~V kr 1 

; 


f 


ti Yt 


i 


n 

■ 

1 


il 

S 

l" 



wwy pøesn’t SHE LEAVE 
Me ALONE P I WAS 
[ HAPPV JUST 3EJNG 
\- H A FAR/HER* 
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THE HIDDEN MEaNFIMG 



T CAN’T GO * 
ON LfKE TMS! 
I'LL BNP m _ 
UFE IN THE 
RIVER f J 


WH/ 3 T ? S HAPPENING P 4 
WHY f S m WHOLE BOP? 
TREMSUNG P / 


PERHFPS THJS fS mAT 
THE F^NPJT Al EF NT BY 
INSPIRET [ON t 




























































omar chrtret kqtha 



































































THE HIDDEN MEANING 



TH6RET J J-JftVE 
COMPPSEP 
W ft POEM f 


VOJ P/F JT JN WftTER ANP 
S HARPEN IT, ftGftW fiNP 
. A&A INI. O KftLJft, / CAN 

;> f?EAP VOJR MfNP. 




oh 5 wh.pt ft poem; 

W/FE WILL SE 
ftSTDL/NPEP f y 


^ W/FE T 
W/FEf ] HftVS 
COMPOSEP 
> ft POEA1; 


‘"JNSPJRATION? 

SEIZJNG THE OPPORTUN/Tfr 
i-i’MjViEpJftTELY COMPOSE? 
' - ft POEM, LISTEN-« 






















































amor cNira katha 



*fOU PIP JT IN WATEX 
ANP SKARPEN IT 
ASAIN ANP AGAIN* 

O KALIA* 

I CAN REAP WDUR 

V MJNP, j 


WHAT 
PC YOLf 
TNJNH OF 
iTf 


I—ER**' 
l S that 
A POÉMA 


[ PHRHAPS IT 13 
A POEM- WHO C AN 
wTELLp PÉRHAPS 
m. THE SOPPESS 
3®. HAP PffH ON 
i \ AW FOOR 
m ft HUSSANP ANp 
£]l \\ QN MB ANP 
U^åtNSPlKEP HJM 
JH THE 
Éf/ ASKE JNSHREP 

I// \ kalipasa* 


I HAP JMSPjRATfON 
t TELL <fOU * > 


WELL, NOW THAT VOU HAVE 
A FOEAl, TOU J P SETTER GO 
TO THE RAL A C E ANP 
. REC/TE IT BEFOR^ 

THE Kl NS, ' 


WU PIP 
IT IN WATER* 
ANP SHARPEN 
















































THE HiOOf N VJEaNIMG 




NQW TKEV^LL 
HNOW WHAT REAL 
. POETRi JS. 


supphuphm wa/tep MåmstirPf por H/é H4 m f/npll? 

THE LAST *1/W PLWSHPP H/S JRSOTPTfGN. r——r _—r 



■ VOU N 
m&f BEGfMj 
v THEN. y 


vesf ji 












































































O mur thrrra kut hu 



rou pip n w v&nm 

ANP SKARPEN IT 

agajn anP agAjn.S 

o wim f ^ 

JCAN R£$F HOUR 
rk mwp. 



—THE HW& MfyNTtøNSP 
ff FtSCREET S/LEHCE, 


NO ONB WOULP 

pare ro come hbre 

flNP RECITE SUCH 
NOMSENSE UNLESS ■ 
THERE wa S SOVIE 
MEANrWS IN THE v 
WØRPS. j 


anp the 
Alfl^ APPEARS SO 
CØNHPEST. HS'S 
S URELV NOT 
^ A POOL, J 


WELLj \ 
VVHAT PIP HOU J 
THfNK OF THE / 
> POEM P / 



















































THE HIODEtt Mf ANlJSfG 



HE PfPN J T LfiU&H 
VtfTH THE REST 
OF it£- PERHAPS 
THE WORPS 
\ HAVE SOME 
■ SiGNlHC&UCE 
R WHICH THE 
¥ REST OF US 
I M/SSEP, 


rr « osvro us that the 
POEM IS-»£K»» FREGKANT MTH 
. MEANrNG, MAHARRJ. 


JLISTA5 
I THOtiSHT* 




LET THE POEM BE 
WRJTTEN ON A 30ARP 
JN THE CCNJRTVARF', 


JP ANYONE CAN ^ 
JNTERFRET T}-fE 
POEM) HE SHALL 
BE RÉWARPEF 
W/TH TEN SOLP, 
COINS ! / 




















































tumor* trvirq sama 



WHflT Pi&OUT MEj 
V MRHARAJP / 


/ WL| \ 

TOO tV/LL GET 
TOUR REWARP-* 
3U7 JN PUB 
V COtiRSE.y 


MANY POETS ANP 
SCHOLRRS PUZZLEP 
OVER THE RH¥ME-* 


—BOT NO ONE COULP SEE ANY 
SPECIAL MEANfNG /Af THE WQRPS, 


MtNP. 


PAYS PASSEP* TMEN ONE MORN/N&j 
AS THE H/NS mS BE/NS PREPRREP 
POR A S HAVE BY Hf S BARBER — 


»*P/PPEP fT /N TO A CUP 
OP WATER*** p--- 


WHAT-’S THE MATTER, 
HAUAT>*tOU.$EÉM ' 
RATHER NERWUS 
V TO PAY f y 


ALL RJSHTj 
MAHARfiJ* 


2 a 













































































THE H>0&fN MÉAfflNG 



ton pip iT 

(N WATER #NP 
SHflRPEN 

v rr-- Å 


— æflJN 

O KAUA; t CAN REAp 
VOUR MtNP - 


FORGIVE Al£. 
, MAHARflJ! 


WH^T ; 


PØ WHAT? 


CUT WUR 
THRO^T, 






























































AN P 5UMMØN TN E 
POET HERE J HE IS 
A TRUE POÉT*HE 
nS. SEES ALL t / 


THIS MAN 
ANP TAKE PØWN HIS 

\ statement. 


sorr ms thatbopphuram bbcameagreat oh 7 what 

HERO. THE H/HØ REWARPEP H/M HRMPSQMELy A WCNFERRJL 
AHP HØ RETi/HNEP HOME, R/CH ANPRAMOUS. MAN M</ 

-t ----r - 1 HUSBAND Y 

mm AV is! J 





































































Do phlns ørohuce a rich 


fascinated by dol ph ins. 

In return, these fri-ø-nd-ly 
mischLevous creatures 
Oftøn &eek the compøriy 
ofmon. Many scienrists 
fc^iieue that doiphins 
may be among the most 
Entetligent creatures on. 
earth . .as Intelligent m 
man. it not mene oo. 
Anctent Greeks beliav&d 
tfiøt they were actuaUy 
hurviUJis whtC exChangad 
tand for saa h assuming 


vi'iety otsoundsby 
shifting air through. 
pas&aøes in thelr sKult 
Alens' of fat In their 
fonghoed føcu&es on 
these soufida. Sy 
Sfudymg echcus. 
dolphl nscan pinpoSnl 
gmau mg.rble dropped 
trito tha far ard of ak 


' bol phifis- can t>e trai n-ed 
ro periorm amazing 
tricks. Such as 
fcomplicatad leaps and 
jumps, spins. dtves, 
sptashes — atten in fims 
ro fhusi-c. Or pulfing a 
dog on a surfboard- Or 
>even pSlayrng basketball. 


øvery b>t oi rrash they 
leichetf.from tha-water. 
He graw suppicidus 
whønone fE-vearold 
namerf Dr. Spdok began 
claiming (oo many 
rewards. He final ly 
reaEized that Dr, Spcdk 
had hldden a stade vf 
waste papbr in a comer 
of the pool. and was 
exehanginB ir for fish, hit 
by bit. The do-iphin was 
trainfrigthotrainer 1 ! 


are near, erolphinsjt 
stick their nosesroLit.b- * 
the wstør and make 
sdufld^.Theyare pFobably 
trying to communlcato 
with men. ScEentistsare 
studying s hen 
language 50 f {0 Æj® 
that they p ? 
ican reply. Y >^ 


One dolphinHralner 
trarned his pets to tidy Lrp 
thelr pool. He wouid 
rewatd thenl with lish for 


Millionsot yearsago. 
doSphins weré tand 
dwaHers.'GraduaEtytt 
tookto the sea. 
thang ing their entW 
body structure- jA 


LHe Insurance tø thu 

safest surest way to protest yemr firture. 

find out atjout 11. 


Cifc Jtisurancc 
Corporation of Jadia 


Jeevan and Hanu meetthe human-est creatures 

»T # 1 


THE THINGS DOLPHIMS 
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